Local Plan Submission 30th October 2020 reference Chalgrove Airfield.
STRAT 7
Request.
I request that the proposed Chalgrove Airfield housing allocation is removed from
the South Oxfordshire Local Plan
Justification. The site is not deliverable and has no reasonable prospects of delivery within the
next five years, in the terms set by the NPPF due to a sitting tenant with a very long lease.
General Comments.
1. The NPPF states that to be considered as a Strategic Site the land must be more or less
available for development now. See my submissions dated 17th February 2019, 26th June
2020 & 28th July 2020 regarding the evidence from Mr Anthony Clean QC dated 12th March
2018. Use of this land is therefore not consistent with the NPPF.
2. The site was never considered in SODC’s thinking until very late in the new emerging Local
Plan process. This area of South Oxfordshire was considered by members and officers to be
an unsuitable unsustainable rurally isolated area serviced by only a single B category rural
road. Chalgrove Airfield was put into the emerging Local Plan at a very late stage following
the Government making MOD land available for housing development. The land may be
available subject to satisfying Martin Bakers operational requirements, but, given SODC’s
original thinking it does not make sound planning reasons for inclusion in the Local Plan. The
only site considered in this area of South Oxfordshire by officers and members was the site
known as Harringtons, this being more or less the same site as the one called Stone Bassett
near the M40 motorway which was turned down by the former Environment Secretary of
State Nicholas Ridley MP in 1989. This was also rejected by members and officers in the
discussions surrounding the emerging current Local Plan.
3. The issue of public transport proposed by Homes England at four buses per day in the peak
hours which would only serve approximately 200 people is laughable as recently confirmed
by the three major bus operators the Oxford Bus Company, Stagecoach & Thames Travel
who have rubbished the plan as being not feasible (see copy of their letter attached).
Homes England’s submission at the EIP has been shown to be flawed in the extreme. Given
the limited new employment land on the site the vast majority of new employment aged
residents would have to travel to work. The site will therefore be a car dominated one and
against the emerging Local Plan itself which states homes and jobs should be positioned
alongside each other. There is also no available Local Transport Plan from Oxfordshire
County Council to accompany the emerging Local plan.
4.

I realise that regulations and the particular number of homes required will produce
difficulties in the Local Plan but as you say these can be achieved by increasing housing
densities on other sites. The benefit coming from this would be housing with fewer
bedrooms and therefore better matching the perceived actual need in South Oxfordshire.

Comments on Preliminary Report (Land at Chalgrove Airfield)
Item 4.62. “The Local Plan safeguards land for Martin Baker’s continued employment” is clearly not
correct. Given the as yet unsolved noise and safety issues which need to be solved to maintain their
operations without complaint from future residents and the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). In

addition, I feel that the statement by the Transport Minister and Chair of the Parliamentary Aviation
Committee Mr Grant Shapps MP that he has great concern about the loss of airfields should be
canvassed before issuing the final Local Plan report. Mr Shapps has visited the site and was I
understand supportive of Martin Bakers position in his discussions with Mr James Martin the
Managing Director of Martin Baker.
Item 4.63 I contest that RAF Benson were consulted. Please see my previous submissions where I
confirm that the former Station Commander knew nothing about the plan when I spoke with him on
6th July 2016. This was the day by coincidence when the land was transferred into the ownership of
Homes England. My long-standing Freedom of Information request to see the papers the Minister
saw before agreeing the transfer has been continually rebuffed by the MOD confirming my view that
no consultation took place with RAF Benson.
Item 4.65. I maintain that this is in contravention of the NPPF and would produce planning blight in
the area for at least five years. In addition, it will cast doubt on investment plans by Martin Baker.
Their business requires ongoing very significant investment to maintain their position as World
leaders in aviation technology and subsequently as a major multi million pounds export earner. Now
is the time to remove the Chalgrove Airfield from the Plan so that the development plans of Martin
Baker can continue.
Item 4.66. The airfield is not predominantly “previously developed land.” It is approximately 90%
grass land and is still used for agricultural purposes in particular sheep grazing.
Item 4.68. The site has considerable fluvial flooding issues with multiple under surface water
courses. See the latest Environment Agency Maps. The site regularly in bad weather produces
flooding of the B480 and water runs downhill via Chapel Lane and Marley Lane into Chalgrove where
it swells the brook and floods homes. Homes England claim they will provide swales to stop this. I
maintain that this will never be successful when two periods of heavy rain follow each other in a
short period of time with the water simply going over the top and flooding Chalgrove. This problem
will quite obviously be far worse when the airfield is covered over in buildings and concrete as more
water will flow away from the airfield site downhill into Chalgrove. To build on the airfield will take
no account of the “Climate Change Act” which I understand is a must in planning terms. You can
access the details of two major events in 2008 and 2014 when major issues took place and Chalgrove
homes were flooded.
David Turner
South Oxfordshire District Councillor (Chalgrove Ward)
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