Q7. Please provide further information in relation to the previous question. e.g. why you
do or do not consider the Local Plan to be legally compliant or sound.
Whilst the protection of 'Green Belt' land is extremely important, it is equally important that account is
taken of 'very special circumstances', and I believe that such is the case in this instance.
The strategy to provide residential development in support of Oxford's unmet housing needs must take
into account the practical issues raised by the existence of (or potential requirement for) adequate
infrastructure to cope with the increase in population resulting from such development.
Inclusion in the Local Plan of 'Allocated Sites' at Culham, Grenoble Road, Wheatley and Bayswater
Brook for example, makes a good deal of sense and is, therefore, welcomed. Such sites already have
transport links with Oxford or, at the very least, the potential for straightforward development of such
links, making travel into Oxford hospitals, shops, businesses etc. a reasonably 'doable' option for
individuals and families living at those sites.
Chalgrove, however, is an entirely different case, being more than twelve miles from the centre of
Oxford city centre. Journeying from Chalgrove to Oxford would not only be time-consuming for those
who would have to endure it but, over the months and years, likely to cause irrevocable damage to the
environment, and attendant loss of existing biodiversity.
The loss of any Green Belt is deeply regrettable, but I believe that here we have a case of 'very special
circumstances'. If the development of Green Belt land means that open countryside, such as that in
and around Chalgrove, and the travel routes into Oxford, then it is the least damaging option. Sites
nearer to Oxford City should be preferred to rural areas such as Chalgrove.

Q8. Please set out any modifications you consider necessary to make the Local Plan
legally compliant or sound, having regard to your comments above. (NB - any noncompliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination). It will
be helpful if you could put forward your suggested wording of any policy or text as
precisely as possible.
None

Q10. Would you like to participate at the oral part of the examination, which takes place
as part of the examination process?
No

Q11. Would you like to comment on another policy or paragraph?
Yes

Page 9: Part B - your comments
Q12. For comments on the Local Plan, please provide the paragraph or policy to which
your comments relates. You can view a list of policies here. If you wish to comment on one
of the evidence documents or the policies maps, please state the document title as well as
the paragraph or policy reference.
Document / Policy / Paragraph:

Local Plan 2034 - STRAT 7

