South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2034
Publication Version
Representation Form
Please return by 5pm on Monday 18 February 2019 to: Planning Policy, South Oxfordshire
District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, Abingdon, OX14 4SB or email it to
planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk
This form has two parts:
Part A – contact details
Part B – your comments / participation at oral examination

Part A
Are you responding as an: (please tick)
Agent

Business or organisation

x

Individual

Due to the plan-making process including an independent examination, a name and contact
details are required for your comments to be considered. If you are acting on behalf of
another organisation, please provide their details in column one and your company name and
contact details in column two.
1. Personal Details
Title

Mr.

Full Name

Antony Johnson

Job Title (where relevant)
Organisation
(where relevant)

Address Line 1
Address Line 2
Address Line 3
Postal Town
Postcode
Telephone Number
Email Address
For information on sharing your details: please see page 3

2. Agent Details (if applicable)

plan does not meet its legal requirements.
The plan is not legally compliant continued: (it does not comply with national policy &
legislation)
The building of 160-200 houses at BF represents a 60% increase in housing. This goes
against the NPPF(National Planning Policy Framework)The 3 reasons used by SODC for
releasing Bayswater Farm from the Green Belt are flawed:
1. Proximity to Oxford offers ‘a high potential for travel by walking and cycling’. The
SODC’s own transport consultants say that “the A40 is a major physical barrier to
connectivity, particularly in terms of walking and cycling.’ Bayswater Farm is further on the
outskirts than the rest of LNBB. Hence it’s potential must be judged similar to the rejected
Thornhill site – see below.
2. Potential to connect to the city’s public transport system. The Oxford City Council report,
“Evaluation of Transport Impacts January 2019”, shows that only 27% of journeys in South
Oxfordshire are made by public transport or walking/cycling. A proposed release from the
Green Belt for a development at Thornhill was rejected by the Council, although it has
closer proximity to public transport than Sandhills.
3. Building on Bayswater Farm is part of Oxford’s unmet housing need strategy – not
required, see below.
THE LOCAL PLAN IS NOT SOUND
· It is not Positively Prepared: No adequate flood risk assessment has been carried out for
Bayswater Farm. The Local Plan states “More evidence on ecology is required”. Also
“appropriate detailed landscape, visual & heritage impact assessments must still be
provided”.
· Meeting the housing needs: The Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA)
calculations for housing needs in Oxford are 22,775 new homes. The Local Plan includes
28,465 new homes, hence housing at Bayswater Farm is not required.
· Infrastructure: There are no traffic solutions offered – only suggestions such as “a new
road connecting to the A40” or “significant enhancements to junctions”, e.g. the “Thornhill
Park & Ride Junction”. An Oxford City Council study estimates 250+ vehicles on Sandhill’s
roads at peak times due to the Bayswater Field site alone. However, thousands of cars
could come through if Sandhills is connected to LNBB. It is not justified: The development
at Bayswater Farm is not required to meet the unmet housing needs of Oxford City; it
would remove the only local amenity that Sandhills currently has – the green space which
is vital for the well-being and health of residents.
One of the arguments used by SODC planners when the adjacent Terrett Avenue was
developed was that the development could go ahead as Sandhills would still have the
green space at Baywater Field. The same planning authority seems to have overlooked
this.!!!!!
There is no evidence to suggest that the two communities of Sandhills and Barton wish to
be coalesced. Which would occur if the Bayswater Field was developed. Sandhills and
Barton are of very different character. They are presently physically separated by the
Bayswater Road and a number of agricultural fields. The development would have a
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Comments submitted by individuals will be published on our website alongside their name
only. No other contact details will be published. Comments submitted by businesses and/or
organisations will be published on our website including contact details. If you would like to
know more about how we use and store your data, please visit
www.southoxon.gov.uk/dataprotection
Future contact preferences
As explained in our data protection statement, in line with statutory regulations you will be
contacted by the programme officer (and where necessary the council) with relevant updates
on the Local Plan. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have a
shared planning policy database. If you would like to be added to our database to receive
updates on other planning policy consultations, please tick the relevant district box(es):
•

I would like to be added to the database to receive planning policy
updates for South Oxfordshire

•

I would also like to be added to the database to receive planning
policy updates for Vale of White Horse

Further comment: Please use this space to provide further comment on the relevant
questions in this form. You must state which question your comment relates to.
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Alternative formats of this form are available on request. Please email
planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk or call 01235 422600 (Text phone users add 18001
before you dial).
Please return this form by 5pm on Monday 18 February 2019 to: Planning Policy, South
Oxfordshire District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, Abingdon, OX14 4SB
or email it to planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk.
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