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Please return by 5pm on Monday 18 February 2019 to: Planning Policy, South Oxfordshire
District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, Abingdon, OX14 4SB or email it to
planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk
This form has two parts:
Part A – contact details
Part B – your comments / participation at oral examination

Part A
Are you responding as an: (please tick)
Agent

Business or organisation

✔

Individual

Due to the plan-making process including an independent examination, a name and contact
details are required for your comments to be considered. If you are acting on behalf of
another organisation, please provide their details in column one and your company name and
contact details in column two.
1. Personal Details
Title

Mr

Full Name

Clive JENKINS

Job Title (where relevant)
Organisation
(where relevant)

Address Line 1
Address Line 2
Address Line 3
Postal Town
Postcode
Telephone Number
Email Address
For information on sharing your details: please see page 3

2. Agent Details (if applicable)

Further comment: Please use this space to provide further comment on the relevant
questions in this form. You must state which question your comment relates to.
(Continued from p. 2)
Bayswater (4.116), Grenoble Road (4.98), and Berinsfield (4.77–82) are also promoted as likely
to regenerate the depressed settlements already adjacent. Why would they do that? Greater Leys
was built to presumably the highest contemporary standards only 30+ years ago, but is trumpeted
here as the most deprived estate in Oxfordshire, which says little for the regenerative effect on
their hinterland of building state-of-the-art new estates. And if largish urban agglomerations are
good raw material to effect urban amelioration, they already exist in Greater Leys/Blackbird
Leys/Cowley, and Barton, Barton Park itself brand new, and the adjacent parts of Headington:
extensive enough in each case to take regeneration forward.
The very basis of the estimates of housing need – the SHMA (4.20–32) behind all these proposed
developments – is seriously flawed. SODC admits these figures are outdated going back to 2011,
so nearly ten years old, and inflated; but instead of seeking to remedy this, the SODC Plan deals
with the flaws by ignoring them and claims that, whatever its weaknesses, SHMA offers the only
comprehensive estimate of housing need available. This is not only lame but untrue: there are
recent government estimates which put a far lower figure on housing need. This varies by area but
is broadly half that of SHMA.
The SHMA figures are pernicious: not only do they inflate SODC’s own projected housing
provision beyond what is actually needed, but also Oxford City’s (4.25–31). And so they inflate
the allocations that SODC and its fellow rural authorities are taking to help the city meet its thus
exaggerated housing need. With the various top-ups, the plan envisages 28,465 new houses,
whereas the previous SODC Plan allowed for 10,000. The councils will intermittently admit this
exaggeration – though mostly they try to fudge it – but say it is necessary if they are to get the
subsidies of the central-government-driven Growth Deal. But these in any case will be inadequate
to finance the building, let alone the requisite extra infrastructure. Hence the Oxfordshire
authorities are colluding in the destruction of large swathes of countryside for a vanity project.
“Large swathes of countryside” means farm land. SODC stresses that it is a rural authority, but
does not take the implications of this seriously. The oldest economic activity of the District and
the one which takes up by far the most space is taken as read. Farm land is not just an amenity
affording a pretty picture (see p. 6) or a void useful for building on; it produces food – and we all
have to eat. In these uncertain economic times, we reduce our domestic capacity to produce food
at our peril. Land should not be switched from farming to building slap-happily as if it were itself
a sort of snack tray with an endless renewable supply to feed voracious urban growth. I struggled
and failed to find a section devoted to agriculture under “Economy” except for a marginal glance
at dwellings for rural workers on pp. 117–18.
Alternative formats of this form are available on request. Please email
planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk or call 01235 422600 (Text phone users add 18001
before you dial).
Please return this form by 5pm on Monday 18 February 2019 to: Planning Policy, South
Oxfordshire District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, Abingdon, OX14 4SB
or email it to planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk.
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