Q28. Please provide further information in relation to the previous question. e.g. why you
do or do not consider the Local Plan to be legally compliant or sound.
Para 5.25 states: ‘The Local Plan’s proposed strategy for housing distribution in the larger villages is
for each settlement to grow proportionally by around 15% from the 2011 base date, plus any housing
allocated to that village through the Core Strategy.’
This includes Nettlebed and Woodcote, located within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
However, as established at the recent West Oxfordshire Local Plan examination, housing numbers
within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty must be based on specific identification of local needs,
not an arbitrary division of District wide needs.
Unless the housing need can not be found elsewhere in the district, which it clearly can, then an
allocation should not be made for villages in the AONB, without an identified local need.
3.7 states "The North Wessex Downs and Chilterns Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty will be
protected and enhanced"

Q29. Please set out any modifications you consider necessary to make the Local Plan
legally compliant or sound, having regard to your comments above. (NB - any noncompliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination). It will
be helpful if you could put forward your suggested wording of any policy or text as
precisely as possible.
This section should be re-written to acknowledge the specific constraints of development within Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Any scheme should convincingly demonstrate that it would give rise to
benefits to the specific settlement and would clearly outweigh any likely harms.

Q31. Would you like to participate at the oral part of the examination, which takes place
as part of the examination process?
No

Q32. Would you like to comment on another policy or paragraph?
Yes

Page 15: Part B - your comments
Q33. For comments on the Local Plan, please provide the paragraph or policy to which
your comments relates. You can view a list of policies here. If you wish to comment on one
of the evidence documents or the policies maps, please state the document title as well as
the paragraph or policy reference.
Document / Policy / Paragraph:
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