Highways England notes that Policy STRAT10 has been updated with a residential allocation of up to 1,700 homes within the plan period. There
are also new allocations of 5 hectares of employment land.
The number and phasing of homes to be permitted and the timing of housing delivery linked to the planned infrastructure needs to be informed
by further evidence as per the requirements of other policies in the plan, including Policy TRANS4. We understand that this will be agreed (and
potentially conditioned) through the planning application process, in consultation with the relevant statutory authority.
POLICY STRAT11: Land south of Grenoble Road
Highways England notes that Policy STRAT11, the site area of which is 153 hectares, will be developed to deliver approximately 3000 new
homes, 1700 within this Plan period, provide approximately 10 hectares of employment land extending the Oxford Science Park, a Park and
Ride site adjacent to the A4074 and supporting services and facilities (including the likelihood of an on-site primary school provision of two 2form entry primary schools, 10.55 hectares for a secondary school with an initial capacity of 600 students and this should have the capability to
expand to meet future needs and appropriate contributions towards Special Education Needs (SEN)).
The number and phasing of homes to be permitted and the timing of housing delivery linked to the planned infrastructure needs to be informed
by further evidence as per the requirements of other policies in the plan, including Policy TRANS4. We understand that this will be agreed (and
potentially conditioned) through the planning application process, in consultation with the relevant statutory authority and will include Highways
England given the site’s size and proximity to the A34.
POLICY STRAT12: Land at Northfield
Highways England notes that Policy STRAT12, the site area of which is 68 hectares, will be developed to deliver approximately 1,800 new
homes and supporting services and facilities (including new 3-form entry primary school and appropriate contributions towards other or
secondary school and Special Education Needs (SEN) within the plan period.
The number and phasing of homes to be permitted and the timing of housing delivery linked to the planned infrastructure needs to be informed
by further evidence as per the requirements of other policies in the plan, including Policy TRANS4. We understand that this will be agreed (and
potentially conditioned) through the planning application process, in consultation with the relevant statutory authority and will include Highways
England given the site’s size and proximity to the A34.
POLICY STRAT13: Land North of Bayswater Brook
Highways England notes that Policy STRAT13, the site area of which is 112 hectares, will be developed to deliver approximately 1,100 new
homes and supporting services and facilities (including a 2-form entry primary school including early years provision, appropriate contributions
towards an off-site secondary school and Special Educational Needs (SEN) within the plan period.
The number and phasing of homes to be permitted and the timing of housing delivery linked to the planned infrastructure needs to be informed
by further evidence as per the requirements of other policies in the plan, including Policy TRANS4. We understand that this will be agreed (and
potentially conditioned) through the planning application process, in consultation with the relevant statutory authority and will include Highways
England given the site’s size.
POLICY STRAT14: Land at Wheatley Campus, Oxford Brookes University
Highways England notes that Policy STRAT14, the site area of which is 22 hectares (Existing development footprint: 12 hectares), will be
developed to deliver at least 300 new homes within the plan period. Development should be focused on the previously
developed and eastern part of the site. In general, development on the undeveloped, western part of the site will not be considered appropriate.
This policy also advises that existing sports facilities should be retained or replaced within the development or, where this is not achievable
because of site constraints, replacement facilities should be provided close to Wheatley or Holton to ensure that there is no local deficit of
quantity or quality created by the redevelopment of the site.
POLICY TRANS1a: Supporting Strategic Transport Investment across the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway
As per our previous response, Highways England would like to continue working with SODC to “develop possible schemes to address capacity
constraints on the A34 and… the planned Oxford to Cambridge Expressway”. This will contribute to ensuring the efficient running of the SRN. In
addition, Highways England agrees that “further clarity on any preferred option(s) are required from central government before any conclusions
can be drawn on links to proposed development” and that “any impacts or benefits for South Oxfordshire will depend on the route of any new
road”.
POLICY TRANS1b: Supporting Strategic Transport Investment
We are supportive of this policy, particularly section v, “ensure that the impacts of new development on the strategic and local road network,
including the A34 and M40, are
adequately mitigated.”
Policy TRANS7: Development Generating New Lorry Movements
Whilst we are generally supportive of this policy, we suggest that reference is made to the requirement for Transport Assessments and Travel
Plans to support large scale developments such as freight distribution depots and the importance of the trips being accommodated on both the
local and strategic road network.
INFRASTRUCTURE DELIVERY PLAN (IDP) - January 2019
The January update to the previous IDP from October 2017 sets out an updated infrastructure schedule which lays out the key infrastructure
requirements on which the delivery of the plan relies. It assesses the suitability of existing infrastructure provision and identifies the infrastructure
investment required to support growth and meet the needs of current and future residents and businesses.
We note that throughout the IDP there is no reference to Highways England or the SRN which we find surprising given the outcomes of the
Stage 3 Evaluation of Transport Impacts produced. For example, in relation to the Chalgrove Airfield allocation we would expect to see M40
junction improvement references as follows.
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CHA25 – CHA29 Infrastructure Schedule Chalgrove Airfield
Transport references CHA25 to CHA29 make no comment regarding transport infrastructure improvements to the SRN. As per the attached
South Oxfordshire model review section 8 summary point 5, we note the potential for impact along M40 junctions associated with this allocation.
Appendix 1.2 Trajectories for Strategic Allocations
The table illustrates that only two of the proposed strategic sites are expected to deliver 380 dwellings in total before 2024/2025 and therefore
the strategic allocations cannot be relied upon in isolation to provide a suitable five-year housing supply as in line with NPPF. We note the
significant number of existing committed developments (11,362 of a total 28,465 dwellings required) that are expected to provide the immediate
five-year land supply are outlined in table 5c of the Local Plan.
TRANSPORT TOPIC PAPER - October 2017
All previous Highways England comments remain unchanged.
SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT STUDY - July and September 2017
All previous Highways England comments remain unchanged.
SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL - December 2018 and SA ADDENDUM - January 2019
It is noted that this document has been updated since the previous Local Plan consultation and now reflects the Final Publication Version of the
SODC Local Plan. All previous Highways England comments remain unchanged.
EVALUATION OF TRANSPORT IMPACTS
Please see the attached Technical Note (Annex A) setting out comments from Highways England’s consultants about the SODC Local Plan:
Evaluation of Transport Impacts: Stage 3 Development Scenarios and Mitigation Testing Report (January 2019).
It is noted that transport impact analysis summarised in this Stage 3 report has been used to inform decision making on the local plan
development. However, it is not clear from the modelling reports what the impacts of each of the individual sites selected are on the strategic
road network as there is only commentary on the Do Minimum scenario. It is important that the merits of each site, relative to others, are clearly
explained and that the Local Plan document is able to respond flexibly to alternative potential strategic sites as appropriate.
I hope this is helpful and I look forward to continued involvement with the development of the South Oxfordshire District Council Local Plan.
Yours sincerely
Patrick Blake, Area 3 Spatial Planning Manager
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