Q28. Please provide further information in relation to the previous question. e.g. why you
do or do not consider the Local Plan to be legally compliant or sound.
I am totally against Policy Strat 7 for several reasons.
The SODC Objective 1.2 is to "Support rural communities and "their way of life’, recognising that this is
what attracts people to the district." Similarly, Objective 5.2 is to "Support development that respects the
scale and character of our towns and villages, enhancing the special character of our historic
settlements and the surrounding countryside."
However, the development of 2,200 houses on Chalgrove Airfield will completely ruin the community
and way of life of Chalgrove by changing it from a village to a town. So STRAT 7 is in contradiction to
Objectives 1.2 and 5.2
Objective 4.1, "Ensure that essential infrastructure is delivered to support our existing
residents and services as well as growth," and Objective 4.2, "Make sustainable transport, walking and
cycling an attractive and viable choice for people, whilst recognising that car travel and parking
provision
will continue to be important in this predominantly rural District", are not borne out by the infrastructure
plans identified. Chalgrove is served by one minor road, the B480, which is known locally as "the bypass" because all HGVs and other through traffic can proceed along it without having to enter the
village. The plan shown at para 4.68 shows that the B480 will be diverted to pass through the ’local
centre’ of the airfield development. As a result, HGVs will either have to do just that or take a diversion
along the existing High Street of Chalgrove causing traffic chaos and pollution in both cases. And yet
SODC plan to build by-passes for Watlington and Stadhampton, at the same time as they plan to close
Chalgrove’s bypass.
The Department of Transport General Aviation Strategy published in March 2015 states that
"The Government’s vision is of the UK being the best country in the world for GA as a flourishing,
wealth generating and job producing sector of the UK economy."
The NPPF July 2018 states at para 104 that "Planning policies should
f) recognise the importance of maintaining a national network of general aviation airfields, and their
need to adapt and change over time - taking into account their economic value in serving business,
leisure, training and emergency service needs, and the Government’s General Aviation Strategy."
Chalgrove Airfield is the home of Martin Baker Aircraft Company Limited, the world leading
manufacturer of aircraft ejection seats and safety systems, which is a essential part of the UK Defence
industry, and, because of the importance of its products to the aircraft of the Royal Air Force, is a vital
component of the Defence of the UK. It is certainly also ‘wealth generating’ and in the year ended 31
March 2018 the company took £296.5 million of orders. It should also be noted that they regularly use
pyrotechnics, which the safety precautions for which prohibit the development of buildings within the
airfield area. As stated in STRAT 7, Martin Baker do not wish to move or have their operations at
Chalgrove Airfield curtailed in any way.
The airfield is also used regularly by Thames Valley Police for training of their Police Dog units, and for
the transit by air of vital human blood and tissues for transplants at the Oxford hospitals.
SODC have failed to take any of this into consideration in pressing ahead with their plan to make the
airfield a ‘Strategic site’ for their Local Plan, in contradiction of the Governments General Aviation
Strategy and the National Planning Policy Framework, as quoted above.
Policy STRAT 7, contravenes the SODC’s own objectives, the Governments General Aviation Strategy
and the National Planning Policy Framework, as well as common sense and should be removed from
the SODC Local Plan 2034.

Q29. Please set out any modifications you consider necessary to make the Local Plan
legally compliant or sound, having regard to your comments above. (NB - any noncompliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination). It will
be helpful if you could put forward your suggested wording of any policy or text as
precisely as possible.
Delete STRAT 7 from the SODC Local Plan 2034

Q30. Please upload any supporting documents below:
File: General_Aviation_Strategy March 2015.pdf - Download
File: National_Planning_Policy_Framework_print_version jul2018.pdf - Download

Q31. Would you like to participate at the oral part of the examination, which takes place
as part of the examination process?
No

Q32. Would you like to comment on another policy or paragraph?
No

Page 106: Future contact preferences
Q354. As explained in our data protection statement, in line with statutory regulations you
will be contacted by the programme officer (and where necessary the council) with
relevant updates on the Local Plan. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Councils have a shared planning policy database. If you would like to be added to our
database to receive updates on other planning policy consultations, please tick the
relevant district box(es) below:
I would like to be added to the database to receive planning policy updates for South Oxfordshire

