respect the scale, unlike the developments set out in the adopted Neighbourhood Plan. An
explosion of this magnitude would also result in a significant negative effect on the character
of the village and the existing rural community. It is a rural village community and should be
preserved as such, with sustainable and proportionate development as laid out in the
Neighbourhood Plan. This strategy is contrary to NPPF paragraphs 12-14.
STRAT7 contradicts Strategic Objective OBJ 6.1, which is to “Champion peighbourhood
planning” and “to ensure that Neighbourhood Development Plans are deliverable,
achievable and sustainable.” The Neighbourhood Plan has set out and welcomed growth of
almost 30%, far more that the 15% required by the Local Plan for larger villages (Local Pan
paragraph 5.18). The Neighbourhood Plan will provide a sustainable increase in housing an additional 320 houses – which will comfortably meet the needs of the community. This
strategy is contrary to NPPF Paragraphs 12-14.
STRAT7 is contrary to Strategic Objective OBJ 8.2, which aims to “Minimise carbon
emissions and other pollution such as water, air, noise and light, and increase our resilience
to the likely impact of climate change, especially flooding.” Chalgrove is in a remote, rural
area of south Oxfordshire, therefore carbon emissions of the proposed car-based settlement
will be much higher than other sites that are closer to the major employment centres and
already have connections to these centres via existing public transport infrastructure or are
accessible by cycle or on foot due to their proximity. Similarly, deliveries of goods and
services to the proposed new settlement at Chalgrove Airfiled will necessarily be road-based,
given that Chalgrove does not have a rail service and is not near to existing railway lines.
These road-based deliveries will incur higher carbon emissions relative to other proposed
sites, due to lack of rail connections and also greater road journey distances. This is contrary
to NPPF paragraph 8c, 102c, 104b, 104d, 108a, 108b, 108c, 110a, 110d.
STRAT7, point 2(i), states that the proposal will deliver “land safeguarded for the future
operations of Martin-Baker”. STRAT7 involves the removal of the existing runways at
Chalgrove Airfield and replacing them with a single, far shorter runway. This would limit the
operations of Martin-Baker and, further, it is also unimaginable what the cost and disruption
of this would be, let alone the logic of re-siting a perfectly serviceable existing active runway.
The proposal would build houses, schools and services immediately adjacent to an active
runway, albeit with appropriate safety considerations, but noise would remain an issue for
the new settlement. Martin-Baker also operates a pyrotechnic test facility at Chalgrove
Airfield, involving regular and noisy, explosives tests. These tests are currently executed far
away from the existing Chalgrove village housing. This test facility would be adjacent to the
proposed new development, resulting in even more noise nuisance. It seems inevitable that
noise nuisance to the new residents would be a significant factor with this proposal,
regardless of any possible mitigation. A site with significant noise pollution at the heart of it
is contrary to NPPF paragraph 91c and 95a. The proposal to allow Martin-Baker to remain
on the site must also consider NPPF paragraph 95b - Martin-Baker is a major defence
contractor and their operations would be adversely affected by the impact of proposed
development on the site, both during the development and afterwards.
Paragraphs 4.64 and 4.65 in the Local Plan highlight the issue with the existing tenant,
Martin-Baker, their opposition to the Local Plan and the requirement for a Compulsory
Purchase Order, which Martin-Baker will also oppose. As a result, Paragraph 4.65 states
that “no completions are expected on the site until 2026/2027 at the earliest”. This is contrary
to NPPF paragraph 67a, which states that the “Planning policies should identify a supply of
specific, deliverable sites for years one to five of the local plan period.” This proposed site at
Chalgrove Airfield therefore does not meet this national planning policy requirement and
should be removed from the Local Plan.
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Further comment: Please use this space to provide further comment on the relevant
questions in this form. You must state which question your comment relates to.

Alternative formats of this form are available on request. Please email
planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk or call 01235 422600 (Text phone users add 18001
before you dial).
Please return this form by 5pm on Monday 18 February 2019 to: Planning Policy, South
Oxfordshire District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, Abingdon, OX14 4SB
or email it to planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk.
6

