Q7. Please provide further information in relation to the previous question. e.g. why you
do or do not consider the Local Plan to be legally compliant or sound.
The plan exceeds known demand in the area hugely - to the extent that the quantity of building would
totally change the character of this rural area. The plan envisages 40% more houses than there are
currently in the whole of SODC, a huge change that is unnecessary in scale. The infrastructure could
not cope with this, and transforming the area to this extent would violate the council's duty of care to the
existing community.
The plan states that is should be consistent with the strategy of "protecting and enhancing the
countryside and particularly those areas within the two AONB and Oxford Green Belt by ensuring that
outside of the towns and villages any change relates to very specific needs such as those of the
agricultural industry or enhancement of the environment." But the new Local Plan would in no way
protect or enhance the countryside, the AONB or the Green Belt because the quantity of new housing,
the scale of development envisaged would demand such significant concreting over, increased traffic,
and pressure on current infrastructure. The area around Nettlebed, for instance, within the AONB, does
not have proven agricultural industry needs and it is unclear what "specific needs to enhance the
environment" it envisages, yet the village has been marked for 46 new homes. The effect on the area
would be significant and the pressure on services and the environment intense; the need has not been
satisfactorily demonstrated.
It is hard to avoid the suspicion that the real driver behind this plan for this scale of new building is in
fact - as state on page 35 - the Council's desire to fill its own coffers with the government's promised
funding of £2,151 per house through the Oxfordshire Housing and Growth deal and not to respond to
the actual needs of the area. Our environment and services are in danger of being hocked for
government grant money.

Q8. Please set out any modifications you consider necessary to make the Local Plan
legally compliant or sound, having regard to your comments above. (NB - any noncompliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at examination). It will
be helpful if you could put forward your suggested wording of any policy or text as
precisely as possible.
The existing 2026 Local Plan delivers the district's actual housing need so there is no public benefit in
this new plan. In fact there is significant public detriment in overpopulating and suburbanising an area
that is rural in character.
Any plan for South Oxfordshire should seek to deliver the number of houses that are needed - 10,000
according to the official government forecast, at prices that are affordable to the people who wish to live
in the area.

Q10. Would you like to participate at the oral part of the examination, which takes place
as part of the examination process?
Yes

Q11. Would you like to comment on another policy or paragraph?
Yes

Page 9: Part B - your comments

Q52. Would you like to participate at the oral part of the examination, which takes place
as part of the examination process?
Yes

Q53. Would you like to comment on another policy or paragraph?
No

Page 106: Future contact preferences
Q354. As explained in our data protection statement, in line with statutory regulations you
will be contacted by the programme officer (and where necessary the council) with
relevant updates on the Local Plan. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Councils have a shared planning policy database. If you would like to be added to our
database to receive updates on other planning policy consultations, please tick the
relevant district box(es) below:
I would like to be added to the database to receive planning policy updates for South Oxfordshire

